
SEDGEFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
CABINET 

 
Conference Room 1, 
Council Offices, 
Spennymoor 

 
Thursday,  

20 November 2008 
 

 
 

Time: 10.00 a.m. 

 
Present: Councillor Mrs. A.M. Armstrong (Chairman) and  

 
 Councillors Mrs. K. Conroy, V. Crosby, Mrs. B. Graham, A. Hodgson, 

J.M. Khan, D.A. Newell and W. Waters 
 

In 
Attendance: 

 
Councillors V. Chapman, Mrs. P. Crathorne, Mrs. L. M.G. Cuthbertson, 
G.C. Gray, B. Haigh, Mrs. S. Haigh, Mrs. E.M. Paylor and T. Ward 
 

Apologies: Councillors Mrs. L. Hovvels 
 
 

 
CAB. 62/08 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members had no interests to declare. 
 

CAB. 63/08 MINUTES 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 6th November 2008 were confirmed as 
a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

CAB. 64/08 REVENUE BUDGETARY CONTROL REPORT POSITION AT 30TH 
SEPTEMBER 2008 AND PROBABLE OUTTURN 2008 09 
Consideration was given to a report regarding the above.   (For copy see 
file of Minutes). 
 
The report gave details of the approved budget for main portfolios, the 
actual income and expenditure, forecasted outturn for 2008/09 and the 
variance between the annual budget and projected outturn. 
 
It was noted that both the Housing Revenue Account and the Training and 
Employment Service were undergoing a process of transferring service 
provision to external organisations and a financial position statement 
would be prepared in due course to fully incorporate the implications of the 
transfers. 
 
With regard to the General Fund, it was expected that balances of around 
£1.146m would be used, compared to a budgeted use of £0.790m.  The 
overspend of £356,000 was solely attributable to the existing economic 
climate. The Council, in common with other organisations, was 
experiencing severe pressure in relation to energy and fuel bills as well as 
a downturn in income and reduced investment returns, following a 
downturn in housing land sales.  
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Members’ attention was drawn to the table set out in paragraph 3.3 which 
set out the overall financial position for the General Fund at 30th 
September 2008. 
 
RESOLVED : 1. That the position as a 30th September 2008 and 

the projections for the financial year be noted. 
 
 2. That a further report be submitted detailing the 

position as at 31st December 2008. 
 

CAB. 65/08 CAPITAL PROGRAMME EXPENDITURE AND FINANCING POSITION 
TO 30TH SEPTEMBER 2008 
Consideration was given to a report detailing the progress made to date in 
meeting the Council’s spending targets, the carry forward approved by the 
Council of commitments unspent on the 2007/08, the available capital 
resources and the proposed financing of the 2008/09 programme.   
(For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
Specific reference was made to the table set out in paragraph 3.3, which 
summarised the actual spend to 30th September 2008 across all portfolios.   
 
It was reported that the gross total spend in the first six months up to 30th 
September was £7.196m or 27% of the gross capital programme budget of 
£26.344m.   
 
Members noted that gross spending in respect of Chilton Depot and Safer 
Communities had exceeded the budget and it would be necessary to use 
£17,000 from the Contingency Fund.  
  
RESOLVED : 1. That the six month spend position to 30th 

September 2008 be noted and the amendments 
to the Capital Programme be noted. 

 
2. That no further call be made on the Contingency 

Fund until the probable spend on the capital 
schemes during the remainder of the year has 
been fully reviewed. 

 
3. Further reports to be submitted to Cabinet and all 

Strategic Working Groups detailing the position 
as at 31st December in line with the Budgetary 
Control Monitoring Arrangements. 

 

       
CAB. 66/08 OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES 

Consideration was given to the Minutes of the following meetings: 
 

• Healthy Borough with Strong 
Communities Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee  
 
 

- 21st October 2008 
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• Prosperous and Attractive 
Borough Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee  

- 4th November 2008 

 
(For copies see file of Minutes) 
 
RESOLVED : That the Minutes be received. 
 

CAB. 67/08 EMPLOYMENT ISSUES PANEL 
Consideration was given to the Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd 
October 2008  (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED : That the Minutes be received. 
  
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  

  
RESOLVED: That in accordance with Section 100(a)(4) of the 

Local Government Act 1972 the press and public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following 
item of business on the grounds that it may 
involve the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in Paragraph 3 of  
Schedule 12a of the Act.  

 
  
CAB. 68/08 ASSET MANAGEMENT - LEASES OF LAND FOR COMMUNITY 

BUILDING PROJECTS 
Consideration was given to a report detailing two requests for the lease of 
Council-owned land to community groups for the construction of new 
community buildings.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED : That the recommendation detailed in the report be 

adopted. 
 

 
 Published on 20th November 2008. 

 
These Minutes contain no key decisions and will be implemented 
immediately. 
 

  
 
 

 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

Any person wishing to exercise the right of inspection, etc., in relation to these Minutes and associated papers should 
contact Gillian Garrigan, on Spennymoor 816166 Ext 4240  ggarrigan@sedgefield.gov.uk 
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